OWICZ CUT-OUTS

The history of the motif:

A cut-out is a type of paper decoration. owicz «uits are true pieces of art shimmering
with many colours. Each cut-out is made by hanth wie use of extremely springy sheep
shears, which makes it possible to create highigrde patterns.

They are divided into 3 groups:
RoundGwiozdy

GWIOZDYare cut-outs usually including acanthus, zoomarghid anthropomorphic motifs.
They were created by sticking them on a white caadd. Today two types of openwork
gwiozdycan be distinguished. The first type includes edld rosettes with geometric
patterns, while in the case of the second one th& rmportant element is a pair of birds
facing each other. Such cut-outs were not use@c¢ordte chambers; they were for sale.

RectangulaKodry

KODRYare rectangular cut-outs usually including floredtifs, rural genre scenes, and
zoomorphic elements. Their name is derived fromwtbed ko tryna(a type of tapestry), a
predecessor of wallpaper, which used to be verylaogodry were most often placed on
beams under the ceiling, on walls between windand,above the cottage door.

Vertical Tasiemki

TASIEMKIare cut-outs made of two vertical strips with iilead decorations. The strips are
connected at the top, sometimes with the usegefiazda and slightly parted at the bottom.
The lower edges dhsiemkiare decorated with colourful tassels or openwacdke | Thanks to



their form and rich acanthus ornamentation thegmdde ribbons that were used to decorate
wedding wreaths in owicz towards the end of thetl8entury.

Having a cut-out at home graced not oBbster, Christmas or family celebrations;

colourful ornaments decorated chambliarsughout the year, and when they got damaged
they were replaced with new ones. The creatioreof decorations required a lot of time and
effort. In order to decorate on@wicz cottage, over 20kodry, 24 gwiozdyand 10tasiemki
were needed.




The use of owicz motifs in modern design:

It is worth noting that this field of handicraftieated in the countryside and for the
countrysidehas conquered the urban spacelhe already mentioned classical types of cut-
outs and their usual sizes have been considenarigformed. However, they have
maintained the main rules of composition and cotmmbinationsThe phenomenon of
owicz cut-outs is still alive. At the moment, design inspired by owicz motifsvery
popular. Sophisticated or even daring and startliegjgns take nothing away from classical
handicraft products. This form of expression reterthe native tradition and rictultural
heritage.

owicz motifs in fashion:

Women’s waistcoat, “Telimena” Fashion House, 1974.



A dress designed by a duo of desigidkCstudio. The red silk dress is lined with foam. The
leather motif inspired by a folk cut-out is sewntlb@ material.

NEW FOLK felt embroidered handbag, black, designe@oshico.



owicz motifs in applied art:

—
—

Industrial Folk hanging lamp, designed by Barbobxasign.

An eco-positive shade made of high-quality recyoiedazine paper.

The lamp’s shape is inspired by loft style, and decorated with a owicz cut-out.
Handmade.



“owicz” satin bed linen produced by the Faro compa



P4jaros patchwork armchair, designed by La Silla.



